God’s Spirit:  Fire and Wind 

     Three New Testament writers opened their letters to their intended audience in a similar way:  In Romans 1:1 we read:  “Paul, a bond servant and apostle of Jesus Christ…”.  In 2 Peter 1:1 we read:  “Simon Peter, a bond servant and apostle of Jesus Christ…”.   In James 1:1 we read:  “James, a bond servant of God and the Lord Jesus Christ…”.

Each of these men viewed themselves as humble workers in the 

Kingdom of God.

     God calls each believer to a life of service.  This should be an exciting prospect, but too many of us get hung up on the belief that we are not good enough to be a spokesperson for God. Every work that spreads the gospel of Jesus Christ is valuable.  Every believer is valuable in the Kingdom of God.  Not every person can be a missionary in a foreign country.  Some of us are called to sing in the choir.  Others are called to teach a Sunday School Class or lead a Bible study.  Others are called to serve at the Homeless Shelter or at Rowan Helping Ministry.

How do we know what God is calling us to do?

     Sometimes we make it too difficult to hear God’s call to us.  How does God’s Holy Spirit communicate with us?  How does God lead us to do the work God has chosen for us?  For the next few weeks let us take the time to explore how God communicates with us in our lives today.  

     MENSA is a national organization for people who have an IQ of 140 or higher.  There is a story about a group of people who were attending a MENSA convention.

     During the convention a few of the members got together for lunch

at a local café.  As they sat down at the table, one of them noticed that the salt shaker at that table  contained pepper and the pepper shaker was full of salt.  Immediately a discussion began about how they could swap the contents of the two bottles without spilling any of it, using only the implements they had at the table.

     After some time passed they finally came up with a brilliant solution,  

involving a napkin, a straw and an empty saucer.  Ready to dazzle their waitress with their solution,  they called her over to the table.

     The spokesman said,  “Ma’am , we couldn’t help but notice that the 

pepper shaker at this table contains salt and the salt shaker contains pepper.”  

     Before he could finish, the waitress interrupted, “Oh, sorry about that.”

     She leaned over the table, unscrewed the caps of both bottles.

She put the black pepper cap on the bottle that contained pepper.

She put the white salt cap on the bottle that contained salt.

There was dead silence at the table.

     This story can teach us many different lessons.  Life can seem so difficult sometimes.  We spend so much of our time and our energy trying to figure out what we need to do.  Surely we can find a way to make life easier for all of us.  Surely we can find a way to hear the voice of God in our world today.

     Let us explore some of the ways that Holy Spirit guides people to do 

God’s will.  Let us start with the examples given to us in the Bible and 

try to relate those examples to our world today.

     In the scripture we read this morning, there was a group of people gathered to worship God.  They were mourning the loss of their leader and celebrating His promise to be with them in Spirit.  Before He ascended into heaven, Jesus had given them instructions.

He told them to stay in Jerusalem until God sent someone to help them.  This is one of the references we have that guides us in belief in our   Triune God: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

     So, these believers were gathered in someone’s house, singing and praying.

Suddenly a supernatural phenomenon occurred.  The second part of this event occurred when they saw a flame descend from heaven.  That flame separated and settled over the head of the believers.

    When early men discovered how to make fire, it was labeled one of the greatest discoveries in human kind.  But God made fire long before early man found out how to do it on his own.  

     Fire is not a supernatural phenomenon.  But fire is very useful to humans.  Fire and the heat it produces makes it possible for us to cook our food.  Fire or the heat it produces is important in the production of many products that make life easier for us.

     Fire also cleanses things.  Those of you who took microbiology in school, can probably remember working with fire in a laboratory.  In order to identify what organism is causing an illness, the lab technician has to isolate the organism to identify it.  Then they can decide what antibiotic works best to get rid of that germ.  You might remember putting a special wire into a specimen, (usually some type of body fluid, like blood or sputum or urine), then spreading some of that fluid on a special petri dish.  Any germ that is present could then grow and be identified.  But in order to be sure that only the germs in that particular specimen were transferred to the petri dish, we were taught to clean the wire before using it.  We were taught to burn the wire in a flame.  We were taught to destroy any germs that were there on that wire before using it for the transfer.

     Fire destroys germs.  Fire can destroy almost anything.

     Those flames that settled over the heads of the believers, were symbolic of the cleansing effect of God’s Holy Spirit.  God’s Spirit works in our conscience to guide us in understanding what is right and what is wrong.

When we are tempted to do something that could be considered, even remotely wrong, our conscience triggers a response that warns us to beware.  God’s Holy Spirit guides us away from activities that are sinful.

God’s Holy Spirit convicts us when we have committed a sin.  Our conscience nags at us until we admit our sin and repent.

    How many times have you constantly had on your mind, something that you said or did that you know was wrong.  How many times have you laid awake at night, thinking about something that you said or did that didn’t turn out the way you intended it to.  Our conscience can even bother us by keeping us thinking about something that we realize that we should have done but chose not to do. It can make us stress over something we should have done, but we missed the opportunity   by waiting too long.

     Our conscience convicts us.  God’s Holy Spirit works in our conscience to show us what we should do and also what we should not do.

     In our scripture we also read about another supernatural phenomenon that occurred that day.  Remember the believers were gathered to worship in someone’s house.

Luke tells us:


“Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.”  Luke didn’t say they heard a loud sound.  He didn’t say they heard the sound of a rushing wind.  The sound he describes was like a violent wind.

     Have you ever been in a storm in which the wind was so strong that you had difficulty standing up?  I am sure that at some point you have seen the trees bent over severely during the wind of a storm.  Can you remember seeing trash blow across the yard during a storm?

Maybe you have traveled out west and remember seeing Tumbleweed blowing across the desert as you drove through.  Wind moves things.

     I have heard some describe the sound of a tornado relating it to the sound of a freight train.  I can identify with that.  Several years ago 

I woke up in the middle of the night hearing a loud roaring sound much like that of a train.  But the sound was not on the train track a few miles away

The sound I heard was in our back yard.

     When daylight came, we found that a violent wind took the roof off our horse barn and destroyed a whole line of trees in the pasture behind our house.  Wind moves things!

     That sound the believers heard on the day of Pentecost was the sound of violent rushing wind.  It was symbolic of the moving effect of God’s Holy Spirit.  God’s Spirit works in our minds to move us.  God’s Spirit encourages us to do the things God wants us to do.  Wind can be very strong or wind can be a gentle nagging force that pushes us to move in a certain direction.

     God’s Holy Spirit works in Our conscience:  To guides us away from activities that are sinful; To convict us when we have committed a sin.

God’s Holy Spirit nags at us until we admit our sin and repent.

God’s Holy Spirit works in Our conscious minds as well:  To guides us toward activities that are a service to God & others; To convince us what we should be doing for God and for each other.  God’s Holy Spirit nags at us until we do what God wants us to do.

     The Bible Scholar and writer, Richard Lentz, wrote this: 

“We have this inclination that the world revolves around us.  Our circumstances, our intelligence, our strength, our decisions.  We consistently take the blessings from God’s hand and use them to build for ourselves our own little kingdoms.  We forget that God, through His Son, provided for our salvation.  We didn’t do that.  We forget that God is truly in control, not us.  Sometimes we let whatever petty honor, glory and power we think we have, go to our heads and we start to feel almost invincible.  We act like we don’t even need God anymore.  But just one humiliating reminder can point us to the fact that only God deserves honor, glory and power.”

     Even the smartest people on earth need help sometimes.  Those participants in the MENSA convention
thought they had it all figured out.  Transfer the salt out of the pepper shaker onto the saucer.  Transfer the pepper in. Transfer the salt off the saucer into the salt shaker.  We are done.  But the waitress knew what she had done when   she was filling the shakers.  She just transferred the caps.  She was done.

     We are not in control…God is in control.  We need to listen as God cleanses us.  We need to let God guide us…steering us away from sinful thoughts, actions and choices.  We need to listen as God prompts us to move so our lives can be moved in the direction God wants us to go.  Then and only then can our world be a better place.

