Five-Minute Devotional #10
     I’m Rev. Kevin Conley, the interim pastor at Unity Presbyterian Church in Rowan County, North Carolina.  Our devotional for this week is based on the conclusion of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount found in the seventh chapter of Matthew’s gospel.  (Read Matthew 7:21-28)  
     There is an old Jewish story that illustrates what Jesus was talking about in this parable.  A rabbi named Joshua was strolling down the street one day when the prophet Elijah appeared to him.  
     Joshua was stunned, but he was also overjoyed.  Being a rabbi, he knew that the appearance of Elijah meant that the Messiah could not be far behind.  
     “When is the Messiah coming?” he asked.  
     “Why are you asking me?” replied Elijah.  “This day, the Messiah is at the gate of the city.  Go ask him.”
     Rabbi Joshua ran to the city gate.  And there was the Messiah healing the sick, bandaging the wounded, and loving the children.  
     “Oh Master, when are you coming?” Joshua asked.  
     And the Messiah replied, “Today, I am coming, my son.”
     Rabbi Joshua sprinted into town and yelled at the top of his lungs:  “The Messiah is coming!  The Messiah is coming!”
     Everyone stopped what they were doing and just sat there waiting for the Messiah to arrive.  But by the end of the day, the Messiah had not come and everyone laughed at Joshua.  
     Many years later, Elijah appeared once more to him.  
     “You misled me!” said Rabbi Joshua.  “You said the Messiah was here.  But he never came!”
     And Elijah responded: “You are a rabbi, Joshua.  Surely, you ought to know that the Messiah comes only when we hearken to the voice of God.”
     The story suggests that the Messiah is found where the words of the Lord were being put into practice, where the sick were being healed, the wounded were being bandaged, and children were being loved.  And Jesus echoes that idea.  When we put his words into practice, he says, that is when we draw near to the kingdom of heaven.  
     The word do appears 11 times in the seventh chapter of Matthew.  And so, according to Matthew, being a disciple is all about doing the will of God according to the teachings of Jesus.  
     Being a disciple is more about action than belief.  Disciples do not only agree with what Jesus says.  Disciples attempt to do what Jesus says.  Jesus never calls anyone to agree with him.  His call is always to follow him.  
     It isn’t enough to cry out “Lord, Lord”.  If we want to be disciples, we are to do what Jesus has taught us to do.  
     And these do not need to be large, impressive feats.  Being a disciple does not require us to attract crowds of thousands to our worship services.  Being a disciple does not require us to give thousands or millions of dollars to charity.  We can do all kinds of powerful deeds and still miss the point.  
     Some years ago, there was a movie you may have seen called Bruce Almighty.  Bruce was a guy whose life was falling apart all around him and he complains that God is doing a lousy job of running the world.  He thinks that he could do better.
     God hears that complaint and gives Bruce a chance at doing better.  Bruce gets to be God for a while.  He uses his power to do things like parting a bowl of tomato soup just like Moses parted the Red Sea.  He turns his car into a Ferrari.  And he becomes wealthy and famous as people celebrate all the wondrous things he can do.  
     So God gives Bruce some advice
     “Parting your soup is not a miracle,” God tells him.  “It’s a magic trick.  A single mom working two jobs and still finds time to take her kids to soccer practice, that’s a miracle.  A teenager who says no to drugs and yes to an education, that’s a miracle.”
     Discipleship doesn’t have to be about making grand gestures, performing mighty works, or showing off remarkable spiritual gifts.  It is as simple and as difficult as acting with generosity, compassion, and mercy.  It is showing forgiveness, compassion, and patience.  
     In recent weeks, with all that is going on in the world, it looks as if the very foundations of our society may be crumbling.  Perhaps, this is a sign that they have been built upon sand.  
     But we can begin to build again upon the solid rock of Jesus Christ.  We can do as he has taught us.  We can love our neighbor as ourselves, even if our neighbor doesn’t look like us, act like us, or believe like us.  We can work to heal the broken places in our community and in our world.  We can show kindness to strangers and care for the poor and the hungry.  We can humble ourselves enough to serve others.  
     That is to be a disciple.  And that is the way we draw near to the kingdom of heaven right here on the earth.
Lord, thank you for teaching us what it means to be your disciple.  Strengthen us that we may do as you have called us to do.  Open our ears and hearts that we may hear your words to us and act upon them so that we may build lives and build communities that stand firm in love and faith even as the floods rise and the winds blow.  Amen.   
