Five Minute Devotional #9
     I’m Rev. Kevin Conley, interim pastor at Unity Presbyterian Church in Rowan County, North Carolina.  This week, as we move toward the end of the Easter season and the celebration of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, our five-minute devotional comes from Numbers 11:24-30.  (Read Numbers 11:24-30)
      When Jesus was baptized, so the gospels tell us, the Spirit descended upon him like a dove.  
     But did you know that the Celtic Christians, the ancient believers in Scotland and Ireland, preferred to envision the Holy Spirit as a wild goose?  Now, it may sound a little weird to think of the Spirit as being a wild goose.  But just consider it for a minute.  
     The Spirit is not restricted to any single person.  In the passage of scripture I just read, notice that the Spirit is not restricted to Moses.  The Spirit rested upon seventy elders.  The power of the Spirit is spread throughout the community of faith.  
     Maybe, what our Celtic kin noticed was the way that wild geese do not fly alone.  They fly together in a V-shaped formation.  This reduces the wind resistance.  And they take turns flying in the front of that V.  When they get tired, they fall to the back and other birds move up to take their place.  
     Wild geese know that they fly faster and farther as a flock than any single goose could ever fly alone.  Their power to fly depends on community.  Not one goose can be left out or left behind if they really want to get anywhere.  
     And couldn’t we say the same thing about the church?  Our power is the power of the Holy Spirit.  This power depends on each and every member of the community.  No one can be left out or left behind if we want to get anywhere.  
     As churches begin to discuss the possibility of holding in-person worship services, it is important to do so in a way that does not leave our most vulnerable members out.  It will be a long while before some are able to be present physically in worship and fellowship again.  How can we continue to reach out to them?  
     As we return to worshiping in-person, we will need to take steps to ensure the safety of everyone present.  It is a good idea for everyone to wear face masks.  There will be no congregational singing or choir.  During this pandemic, it is just not safe to shake anyone’s hand, give anyone a hug, or to get close to them in any way.  
     Yet all of these things are done or not done in order to keep everyone safe and to keep our community safe.  All of us lose out if we do not look out for each other.  If we do not, then I believe that we are rejecting the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.  
     And praise the Lord that the Holy Spirit is not restricted to any single place either.  The seventy elders were supposed to gather at the Tent of Meeting and receive the Holy Spirit there.  
     But these two men, Eldad and Medad, did not go out to the tent.  They remained in the camp.  They stayed at home while the rest went out.  
     And what do you know?  The Spirit came to rest upon them.  They prophesied just like the others.  They experienced the presence of the Spirit just as much as anyone else.  
     One thing that I have learned about wild geese over the years is that they go where they want to go.  I have seen them stop traffic on Hanes Mall Boulevard here in Winston-Salem.  We cannot rush them.  We cannot hurry them.  We cannot force them to do what they don’t want to do.  
     Wild geese are just that, wild.  And the Spirit is wild as well.  The Spirit is free.  The Spirit cannot be confined to any particular place.  The Spirit goes where the Spirit wants to go.  As Jesus says in the Gospel of John, the Spirit blows where the Spirit blows.  We don’t know where the Spirit comes from or where the Spirit goes.  
     The Spirit is present outside the bounds of any particular place.  The Spirit is not restricted to any one building, any one room, or any one area.  The Spirit is here with me in my home and the Spirit is with you in your home.  
     COVID-19 can keep us physically separate for a time.  But no virus, nothing in all the world can prevent the Holy Spirit from being with all of us.  
     The Spirit is free as a bird to go where and when the Spirit will.  The Spirit is a wild goose.
Lord, we are grateful for the presence of your Holy Spirit with us this day no matter who we are, no matter where we are, no matter where we have been.  May your Spirit give us peace, strength, hope, and faith wherever we go that we may love and serve you and our neighbors.  Amen.       
